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   hilippe Herreweghe was born in Ghent. 
There he  studied medicine and psychiatry 
at the university and piano at the Music 
Academy. He founded the Collegium 
Vocale Gent, La Chapelle Royale and, 
later, the Ensemble Vocal Européen, thus 
establishing himself as a specialist in ren-
aissance and baroque music. Since 1991, 
he and the Orchestre des Champs-Elysées 
have applied themselves to playing 
romantic music on period instruments. 
From 1982 to 2001, he served as Artistic 
Director of the Festival of Les Académies 
Musicales de Saintes. At the start of the 
2008-2009 season, he became the prin-
cipal guest conductor of the Netherlands 
Radio Chamber Philharmonic. In his 
capacity as  principal conductor of the 
Royal Flemish Philharmonic, Philippe 
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Herreweghe has been focusing for the last 
ten years on interpreting the pre-romantic 
and romantic repertoire adequately and 
refreshingly. 

He has also appeared as guest conductor 
with the Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment, 
the Concerto Köln, the Gewandhausorchester 
Leipzig, the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra 
and other illustrious orchestras and ensem-
bles. Some of his most significant recordings 
include the vocal masterpieces of  Bach (such 
as the St. Matthew and St John Passions, the 
Mass in B Minor and the Christmas Oratorio), 
an anthology of the French ‘Grand Motet’, the 
requiem masses by Mozart, Fauré and Brahms, 
oratorios by Mendelssohn, and Schönberg’s 
Pierrot lunaire. He is working on recordings of 
the complete Beethoven symphonies with the 
Royal Flemish Philharmonic, in collaboration 
with the international label PentaTone.

The European musical press acknowl-
edged Philippe Herreweghe’s artistic vision 
by proclaiming him Musical Personality of the 
Year in 1990. In 1993, Philippe Herreweghe and 
the Collegium Vocale Gent were appointed 
Cultural Ambassadors in Flanders. A year later 
he was awarded the Order of the Officier des 
Arts et Lettres and in 1997, Philippe Herreweghe 
received an honorary doctorate from Louvain  

University. In 2003, he was made a Chevalier 
de la Légion d’Honneur in France. 
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All recordings are available as hybrid, multi-
channel, surround-sound recordings, played 
to their best advantage on SA-CD-players. 
These recordings can also be played on con-
ventional CD-players (although reproduction 
here will be normal stereo, without the special 
SA-CD extras).www.pentatonemusic.com
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